live? Isn’t my solitude already a sufficiently heavy burden? How many of you are
asking just that question: isn’t my solitude already a sufficiently heavy burden? Jesus
himself heard a similar question from Nicodemus, who asked, “How can a man be
born when he is old?” (Jn 3:4). It can happen, the Lord replies, if we open our hearts
to the working of the Holy Spirit, who blows where he wills.
The Holy Spirit whose freedom is such that goes wherever, and does whatever, he
wills. As I have often observed, we will not emerge from the present crisis as we
were before, but either better or worse. And “God willing… this may prove not to be
just another tragedy of history from which we learned nothing… If only we might
keep in mind all those elderly persons who died for lack of respirators… If only this
immense sorrow may not prove useless, but enable us to take a step forward
towards a new style of life. If only we might discover once for all that we need one
another, and that in this way our human frailty can experience a rebirth” (Fratelli
Tutti, 35). No one is saved alone. We are all indebted to one another. We are all
brothers and sisters.
Given this, I want to tell you that you are needed in order to help build, in fraternity
and social friendship, the world of tomorrow: the world in which we, together with our
children and grandchildren, will live once the storm has subsided. All of us must
“take an active part in renewing and supporting our troubled societies” (ibid., 77).
Among the pillars that support this new edifice, there are three that you, better than
anyone else, can help to set up. Those three pillars are dreams, memory and prayer.
The Lord’s closeness will grant to all, even the frailest among us, the strength
needed to embark on a new journey along the path of dreams, memory and prayer.
The prophet Joel once promised: “Your old men shall dream dreams, and your
young men will have visions” (3:1). The future of the world depends on this covenant
between young and old. Who, if not the young, can take the dreams of the elderly
and make them come true? Yet for this to happen, it is necessary that we continue to
dream. Our dreams of justice, of peace, of solidarity can make it possible for our
young people to have new visions; in this way, together, we can build the future. You
need to show that it is possible to emerge renewed from an experience of hardship. I
am sure that you have had more than one such experience: in your life you have
faced any number of troubles and yet were able to pull through. Use those
experiences to learn how to pull through now.

